950 animal species endangered and at risk of extinction due to illegal international wildlife trading. 
By Alyssa Meade

The sale and exchange of wild animals for commercial gain is one of the main factors of an imbalanced eco-system.
According to the World Economic Forum, it is estimated that this illegal scheme makes between 7billion and 23 billion US dollars annually with over 4,000 species being trafficked! This trade is one of the most profitable but least talked about as many believe that this trade died off many years go which, as proven by the statistics, is not the case. 

China, Laos, Thailand and Myanmar are the largest importer of these already endangered animals. 

One massive reason for the demand for animals would be old myths or old-wives' tales. For example, the price of a rhinoceros’ horns has rivaled the price of gold- sell for an average 60,000 US Dollars per kilogram, making the total cost $240,000 per rhino horn. The reason for the demand of rhino's horns is the belief that it can magically cure cancer, which is obviously not true. 

A fact I found most interesting about all of this is that one of Florida's everglades most dangerous predator is the Burmese python. The funny thing is the only reason that they are in the everglades in the first place is because their owners let them loose and over time they repopulated and now they are an invasive species. 

[bookmark: _Int_bMwQeWjN]So, what can you do to help? Although it's an incredibly common problem, there are many things people can do to help. An obvious solution is to make sure any products you buy are ethically sourced and produced. Another way is to donate to an organisation such as ‘united for wildlife’ or ‘worldwide fund for nature’ (WWF) who make it their mission to tackle this problem.
