Is it time to ban Polystyrene?
By Jack Van Der Mescht
[image: ]Polystyrene is a synthetic polymer made from styrene. Polystyrene is used in almost every package you order online. This hard synthetic white foam is far worse than any other plastic for the environment, and it's time to consider if it should be banned for good. 
According to National Geographic, the production of polystyrene releases large amounts of fossil fuels into the atmosphere, causing severe air pollution and creates a shockingly large risk of cancer to people who live near where polystyrene is produced.
According to the United States Department of Labour, polystyrene is produced inside forced labor camps in China. The forced labor camps have horrific working conditions for the poor people who are forced to work in them. The workers are given no working rights and are not provided with safety equipment, forcing them to risk their lives by force to produce this dangerous material. Polystyrene is also expensive, as it costs a whopping [US]$1462 to produce per metric ton, with none of this money going to the forced workers in the concentration camps.
Polystyrene is also very dangerous for fish, and it kills millions of fish each year. According to ScienceDirect.com, polystyrene is the most hazardous material for fish as it destroys the fish's liver.
According to the United States National Institute of Health, a huge human effect of the production of polystyrene, is the cause of many cancers. Although there are no accurate figures, it is widely believed the production of polystyrene is the cause of high numbers of leukemia, lymphoma and lung cancers.
According to Business Waste Mangement United Kingdom, polystyrene is not recyclable or renewable. After polystyrene is used, it is either burned causing large amounts of chemicals to enter the atmosphere, or it is dumped in rural areas, endangering the local wildlife.
My solution would be to replace polystyrene with cardboard paper as it is renewable and ecofriendly. We should also punish businesses that still use polystyrene with fines. International organisations should also investigate the conditions of the forced labour camps where polystyrene is made.
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