There's no planet B
Anu Griffin
Climate change has been devastating in the last decade due to humans. Every time the fire gets lit, or bottle gets bought, our climate is affected. The most affected country by climate change is Chad. In the last 50 years, rising temperatures and droughts in Chad have caused nearly 90% of the country's largest lake to completely dry up, resulting with just a dust bowl remaining. This is leaving the country with no water, crops or infostructure. Due to this being a poor country the road conditions are also not up to scratch, sadly leaving the community helpless.
Africa has the world's lowest greenhouse gas emissions. Yet it is one of the continents most affected by climate change. Africa's poorest communities, like Chad, don't have the means to face the extreme weather events such a drought leading to famine. The loss of livelihood, fish stocks and homes are catastrophic.
Lake Chad used to be the largest lake in the west of Africa. Lake Chad was also the 11th largest lake in the world. According to researchers, between the 1960s and 1990s it had shrunk by 90%. Due to the severe loss of water, lake Chad can no longer support the 30+million people who are depending on it for water, fish, cleaning and cooking. Before the lake shrank fishing was an important source of livelihood. After the 1960s, lake Chad experienced a rapid increase in migrant fishers coming from different cultures and religious beliefs. Therefore, fishing became unregulated and out of control. Between 1963 and 1971, fishing in lake Chad increased from 20,000 tons to a whopping 100,000 tons and continued to increase to early 220,000 tones leading up to 1974. After 1974 this figure fell to the present amount of 20,000 tons.
Climate change has led to drought. While ineffective government water management has worsened the situation, resulting in the lakes shrinkage and decreased fishing opportunities due to reduced fish quantities. Consequently, only those fish species that could adapt to the existing swampy conditions managed to survive. This brought on a consistent decline in the fishing industry in Chad.
Even though you may not notice the effects of climate change. The communities in Chad certainly do. We need to do better for our planet and future generations. There won't be any habitable planet left that we haven't destroyed. Be conscious about recycling correcting. Leave lights turned off when they aren't needed and be more aware about contributing towards fast fashion.


